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Hello everyone, and welcome to the First General Meeting for the club with the longest name, the Society for Conservation Biology Kingston Chapter! 

We are so thrilled that you are all here! Many of you are old members and many are new, so the purpose of today’s meeting is to tell you all about what SCB does, how it is structured, and most importantly, how you can get involved! So let’s begin! 




Who We Are

We are part of an 
international 
organization made up of 
professionals, 
academics, students, 
and general community 
members.

Specifically, we are a 
student run 
organization dedicated 
to advancing the 
science and practice of 
conserving biological 
diversity 

We aim to promote the 
scientific study of the 
phenomena that affect 
the maintenance, loss, 
and restoration of 
biological diversity.
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The Society for Conservation Biology is actually an international organization made of up scientists, students, and the general community, who all work towards advancing the science of conserving biological diversity globally. 

We are the Kingston Chapter of this international organization, and we are a group of students, lead by faculty member Dr. Vicki Friesen, who focuses on conservation locally in the Kingston region. We are actually I believe the only club on Queen’s campus that looks at local conservation initiatives and brings global issues of conservation concern to Kingston! So we are unique in that way. 




How scb works

Sustainability 
Issues Education Fundraising
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SCB is structured very simply. We have an Executive, made of up 2 Presidents, a Vice President, and then Co-Chairs for 3 different Committees. 

These three committees are Sustainability Issues, Education, and Fundraising. Each committee works on various projects and events throughout the year, either independently, or in collaboration with other committees. Usually each committee aims for at least one event per month! 

General members can join one committee, all three, can switch committees - the options are many! You can sign up for whatever event interests you. SCB is a flexible commitment where you can structure your experience however you like, and put in however much time you feel fits with your schedule. 

We also encourage leadership and initiative from general members - if you have an idea of how things should be run, or a brand new event, let us know! We are always striving for innovation and keeping things fresh! And of course, at the end of this year, we will open up applications for the 2018-2019 Executive - so keep that in mind if you enjoy your experience with SCB this year! 




Benefits of joining scb

- Flexible time commitment 

- Resume booster: build a diverse skillset with leadership, public 

speaking, marketing, graphic design, project management, teaching, 

teamwork, etc.

- Work directly with upper years and a faculty member

- Great networking opportunities

- Reference letters

- We are fun people with fun socials ahead!

- You can have a meaningful role in your position
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For many of you, this is your first taste of SCB, so we wanted to make a pitch again for the club and the benefits of joining. First off, the time commitment is very flexible! Sign up for what fits with your schedule, and you can decrease signups during stressful times! It also looks GREAT on a resume! Whatever committee you join will involve skills that you can put directly onto a resume, and you will gain confidence in marketing, project management, working with others, and more! You also get the chance to work with upper years from a variety of faculties, which is a great opportunity for finding information about courses, other involvements, and networking. And of course, you get to work with Dr. Vicki Friesen, our faculty representative! You could ask for reference letters from any one of us! We are also a very fun club! We believe in fostering friendship and that you will find people here that can become friends for life! We have multiple socials a term, with our first being after next week’s Ribbon Cutting for our brand new Bee Garden! And finally, SCB is a chance to make ideas reality. You can have a very meaningful role in this club to make an envisioned project happen, to donate money to great causes, and to be a part of a great cause yourself. We are so excited that you are here! 



Executive Staff

Ashley Concessio

Co-President

Fourth Year Biology

Georgina Preston

Co-President

Fourth Year Environmental 
Science with GIS

Zoe Walter

Vice-President

Fifth Year Biology



Our Committees



Sustainability 
& 

issues



Sustainability & Issues 
Co-chairs

Elise Bishop

Fourth Year Environmental 
Geography with GIS

Minoli Dias

Second Year Environmental 
Science



Our mission

- To educate the Kingston community about local conservation issues, the 

science of conservation biology, and to directly contribute to 

conservation efforts

- Help to develop environmentally sound policy in the Kingston community

- To ultimately make Queen’s, Kingston, and Ontario more environmentally 

sustainable 
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SI is the committee for those who see a conservation issue and want to bring it to the forefront of Queen’s discussion. We are all about sustainable living and environmental care, and so our mission is to education the Kingston community about conservation issues at all levels, and to contribute to conservation efforts locally and globally. We work to develop environmentally sound policy in Kingston and at Queen’s, and to work towards an environmentally sustainable community. 




What we do

- Biosciences Native Garden

- Bring in guests to speak to the community about conservation

- Lead events, campaigns, and initiatives to promote sustainability

- Encourage members of the community to connect with the environment we’re 

trying to conserve by planning nature hikes and outdoor events

Zoe
Sticky Note


So what does the SI committee do? 

Basically SI leads events, campaigns, and initiatives to promote sustainability. This could be anything from the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, to teaching locals how to plant bee-friendly gardens, to cleaning up University Avenue after St. Patrick’s Day. If you think or hear of a conservation issue, bring it to SI and we can plan an event around it.

SI also does guest seminars, where we bring in conservation professionals to give talks to Queens’ and the Kingston community. We also do documentary screenings! 

SI helps maintain the native plant garden outside Biosciences Complex, to ensure that native species are planted instead of exotic ornamentals that are less friendly to pollinators. And finally, SI organizes events to get people in more contact with nature and foster a sense of what we are working to conserve. This includes things like nature hikes with the Kingston Field Naturalists, bird watching, etc. 




education



Education Co-chairs

Tazmin Holy

Third Year Biology

Sasha Main

Second Year BioMath



Our mission

- To design fun, interactive and informative programs 

for elementary school students

- To use our knowledge of conservation and other 

important environmental issues in order to educate the 

leaders of tomorrow

- To create lasting relations with students and teachers 

alike

- To bring periodic educational workshop opportunities 

to students here at Queen’s in order to increase 

interest in conservation biology
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The Education committee strives to bring conservation into the classroom. We design innovative and engaging activities for elementary school children, in the hopes that it will foster an awareness and passion for conservation. It also involves working with teachers to bring conservation to the forefront of education. 




What we do!
● Classroom Etiquette 

Seminar

● Classroom Visits!

● Scales

● Science Rendezvous
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The Education Committee contacts local schools in order to bring our own innovative programing into classrooms! We get to design engaging activities that are dynamic and fun, and work with children and teachers, all to foster a love of conservation! Education is thus a great committee for anyone who loves working with children, designing scientific activities, and working with teachers. 
If you’d like to join the Education Committee, we will be running a seminar on classroom etiquette for volunteers who would like experience teaching our programming! Come learn about our activities, how to do them, and how to keep children engaged!
Another thing Education does is Scales, where we actually bring in reptiles for an interactive seminar! 
And finally, in May each year we participate in Science Rendesvous, where science people from all over come to the K Rock Centre for a day of science programming! 





Fundraising



Fundraising Co-chairs

Rachel Andolfatto

Fourth Year Environmental 
Science

Jill Mulveney

Fourth Year Environmental 
Biology

Maddy Healey

Second Year Biology with 
GIS 



Our mission

- To design innovative and exciting fundraising events that foster 

conservation awareness while also raising funds

- These funds are used to finance SI and Education programming, as well as 

to donate to other conservation causes

- Engaging with the community and creating a connection between individuals 

and issues, all in the service of conservation
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Fundraising is not as “flashy” as other committees, but it is the backbone of SCB! We are more than  just bake sales. Fundraising is all about engaging with the community and creating a connection between individuals and issues, all in the service of conservation. Without fundraising, we would not be able to plan any other events!

Therefore, our mission is to design innovative and exciting fundraising events that foster conservation awareness while also raising funds. These funds are used to finance SI and Education programming, and we can also donate to conservation causes !




What we do

- Graphic designing and advertising for Fundraising, Education, and SI 
events 

- Marketing SCB and gathering membership
- Applying for grants from other organizations
- Planning creative fundraisers, including:

- Succulent Sale
- Halloween Bake Sale
- SCB Cookout
- Christmas Tree Sale 
- Reusable Shopping Bag Sale 
- Valentine Coffeehouse

- Organize the Annual SCB Photo Contest
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Fundraising is a busy committee! For anyone interested in graphic design or marketing, we do advertising for all committee events! You have the chance to plan, advertise, and organize an event and gain important business skills. 

You can also participate in grant-writing, which for anyone contemplating research, is a very important skill. 

And of course, the fundraisers! On September 27 we will be having our Succulent Sale, where you can buy all the succulents and air plants your hearts desire, thanks to an incredible sponsorship by Succuterra, a wholesale succulent distributor in Toronto. These are just a highlight of some of the possible events we have planned for this year, including a Valentine Coffeehouse, Christmas Tree Sale, etc. 

And of course, Fundraising’s biggest job is to plan SCB’s Annual Nature Photo Contest! 




Photo contest and silent auction
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Basically, every year we invite amateur photographers from the Queen’s and Kingston community to submit their photos to SCB, and we display them in the atrium of Biosciences Complex in Winter term. If someone passing by sees a photo they like, they can actually bid on it and potentially take it home! So the Photo Contest also doubles as a Silent Auction! Then we invite a professional photographer to choose the winners, who all get prizes donated from local businesses. It is a great event that brings together photography, conservation, and local businesses together! And of course, you can all submit your own photos for the chance to win! Some of the past prizes include fancy camera things, large gift certificates to restaurants, Go Pros, etc! 




Upcoming events!
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So that was probably a lot, why don’t we simplify things and just tell you what’s happening in September! This summer SCB was successful in creating Queen’s FIRST EVER pollinator garden! We are going to celebrate our little Bee Garden with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony next Thursday September 21 at 5:30PM, right outside the Arch St entrance to Biosciences Complex. You should definitely come because local conservation people, the media, and beekeepers will be there to discuss pollinator conservation! Not to mention there will be a beekeeper with delicious honey samples, and FREE CATERING! And make sure to join us after the Ribbon Cutting for our first SCB Social! It will be at my house complete with a bonfire!  SI has our first event planned for September, our annual Fall Nature Hike! For anyone who loves physical activity and the outdoors, or who just wants a leisurely stroll and to learn some natural biology, this is for you! 

And lastly, Fundraising has our first event! We will be having a Succulent Sale on Wednesday September 27, and succulents are so trendy these days that we are hoping we will sell out! 



facebook

Public Page (major updates and 
events):

https://www.facebook.com/scbkingston/

Group Page (event updates, polls, 
meeting minutes):

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157534
784342507/

https://www.facebook.com/scbkingston/
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We do have some important housekeeping things! Please do let me know if you are not on the email list and have not been receiving emails from SCB, and I will add you. 

The best place for on the go SCB updates is actually our facebook! Make sure to like our official SCB Facebook page, and join our SCB Group page. This is where you can find polls, meeting minutes, and event updates! 




Have a conservation issue near and dear to your 
heart?
We’d love to hear from you! SCB is looking for a new 
CONSERVATION PROJECT and we’d love to hear what you are 
passionate about! For an idea to qualify, it must:

● Be applied to the local environment surrounding Kingston
● Be accompanied by a rough marketing strategy idea
● Be an important issue to you <3
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And finally, we love to hear from you! We just completed our Bee Garden and are now looking for a new flagship project to take on this coming year! It could be anything from campus wide native landscaping to birdproofing all campus windows, and anything inbetween! We are excited to hear your ideas! 




PICKING A NEW MEETING TIME 
5:30 on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Friday?

Let’s vote! 
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And the very very last thing! We have some people who could not attend today’s meeting, and we also know that this time slot might not be the most convenient time for everyone. Therefore, we were wondering if we could get a general idea of a time that would work for everyone. For instance, 5:30 on Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday or Friday! Let’s vote! 




Break into 
committees!
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Now for the rest of the meeting we will be splitting off into committees, so new general members, this is your chance! Approach a Co Chair and see if any events are up your alley! We will have signups for September events and you can help plan events for October!

Thank you so much everyone for coming, and let’s get started! 





