
Welcome to SCB’s First Winter 

Meeting (And Recruitment 

Session)!

Wednesday, January 13th, 2016



What is SCB?

• Society for Conservation Biology – Kingston Chapter

• International organization made up of professionals, 
academics, students, and general community members

• Aims to promote the scientific study of the phenomena that 
affect the maintenance, loss, and restoration of biological 
diversity

• How are we different from Conservation Queen’s?
– Focus on local issues (and occasionally national issues)

– Aim to look at things from a scientific perspective
• Hold seminars

• Include a weekly creature spotlight (“Creature Feature”) and issue spotlight

• Try to include scientific papers in our weekly studies and approaches to conservation

• Use scientific knowledge when advising organizations about policy

– You do NOT have to be in a science program to be a part of our 
organization!



Who Are We?

Jacqueline Weber        Brigitte Simmatis Kristen Siegel

(Co-President)              (Co-President)          (Vice President)



How This Works

• We have hour-long weekly meetings from 1:30-2:30pm

• The club is divided up into four committees…

– Education Committee

– Photo Contest Committee

– Advertising/Social Committee

– Sustainability/Issues Committee

• Each committee organizes events independently (with the 

exception of Advertising) and reports back to the group at our 

general meetings)

• You will be asked to join a committee towards the end of this 

meeting



Creature Feature: Cerulean Warbler
• Setophaga cerulea

• Produces three to four nestlings per year.

– Low annual recruitment due to migration 
mortality and low survivorship in 
wintering-grounds

• Feed on insects during breeding season, 
nectar in non-breeding season.

• Breed during summer in mature, deciduous 
forests with large, tall trees and an open 
under storey. 

• They prefer to stay in the tree-tops of 
continuous tracts of forest; they rarely land 
on the ground.

– Less competition for food by other birds 
and less chance of being prey to ground-
dwelling predators.

• Winters in the Andes; they migrate over a 
period of four months.

• Global population: 625 000 individuals.

• Declined 2.9% in N.A., from 1966 to 2006



Cerulean Warblers in Ontario
• Status: Threatened

– Habitat loss (forest fragmentation), nest parasitism by Brown-

Headed Cowbirds, severe weather events.

– In South America, threatened by intensive logging

• COSEWIC, after new research on demographics, has reduced the 

chances for the populations to recover their numbers to previous 

levels, mainly because Ontario populations rely on immigrants from the 

US (also declining) 

• Populations in Ontario have the highest fecundity 

in North America!

• Most common in the Frontenac Axis region.

• Populations are separated into two distinct bands: 

– One from southern Lake Huron to western Lake Ontario

– One from further north from the Bruce Peninsula/Georgian 

Bay area to the Ottawa River



What You Can Do

• Report a sighting to MNRF (online or by phone)

• Volunteer with Bird Studies Canada – they are 

focused on the conservation of wild birds. More 

info at www.bsc-eoc.org.

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/


Integrating LIDAR-derived canopy structure 

into cerulean warbler habitat models
K. Barnes, K. Islam, S. Auer

Published online Sept. 29, 2015. Published in The Journal of Wildlife 

Management, 80(1):101-116, January 2016.



Our Four Committees!



Education Committee



What We Do
• Our committee teaches young children 

about conservation biology in fun and 

interactive ways!

• We go into local classrooms and present 

information to students to get them 

interested in science



Our Winter Goals

• Schoolyard Naturalization 

Project with Anne Powers’ 

class at Cataraqui Woods 

PS

• Fish and Frogs Forever 

program in partnership 

with the City of Kingston

• Booth at Science 

Rendezvous fair through 

the Faculty of Education



What We Expect From Our Volunteers

• Punctuality when teaching lessons and at 

general meetings

• Reliability  For lesson planning and 

organization, and on the day of the event

• Professional behaviour (a.k.a. be nice) in 

front of students

• Possible Dates: Every Wednesday after 

10:30am, and possibly before 2:30pm



Photo Contest Committee



What We Do
• What is the photo contest?

– Everyone is welcome to enter their photos

– Showcase happens in the atrium of the 

Biosciences Complex

– Will have judges, winners, and prizes!

• When does it take place?

– Mid-March

– Will last for a full week



What We Look for in Our Volunteers

• What would we be doing?
– Collect donations from stores (through e-mail, going 

door-to-door, etc.)

– Making promotional materials (alongside Advertising 
Committee members)

– Setting up the photos in the Biosciences Atrium and 
doing take-down once the contest is complete

• Do you love putting your heart into organizing 
events? Then this is the committee for you!

• We are ideally looking for 

4-5 volunteers (including Marissa)



Advertising/Social Committee



What We Do

• Plan and organize fun and interactive events for all 

members of SCB to build connections between 

fellow volunteers

• Advertise for events run by other committees (ex. 

Fundraisers, park cleanups, photo contest, etc.)

– May involve…

• Poster making

• Managing Facebook events

• Posting on our *NEW* Twitter and Instagram accounts

• (Occasionally) making class announcements/slides to put in 

front of classes



Our Winter Action Plan

• Wine and Cheese Social for all of 

our current and new volunteers

– Will take place before Reading Week

• Open Mic Night at the Tea Room

• Movie Night

– Will likely show “Life” or a similar 

nature-themed documentary

• Skating/Cross-Country Skiing at 

Little Catarqui Conservation Area

– Hopefully the weather holds out!



Sustainability/Issues Committee



What We Do (Sustainability)
• Work alongside Issues in an attempt to make Queen’s, Kingston, 

and Ontario a more environmentally sustainable community

• Try to plan actions that address the IUCN’s five threats to 
biodiversity: 

– Habitat loss and fragmentation

– Invasive species

– Pollution and disease

– Overexploitation

– Climate change

• We are in charge of…

– The native plant garden in front of the Biosciences Complex 

– Providing native plants for schoolyard naturalization projects

– Bringing in guests to speak to the community about 
conservation

– Leading campaigns to promote sustainability in community.



Our Winter Goals (Sustainability)

• We have a ton of excellent projects planned for this semester, 
BUT if you have an issue that you’re very passionate about, let 
us know.

• On February 4th, we have the Red Room booked from 7-9:30pm 
to screen (with licensing) the incredible documentary “This 
Changes Everything”

• Working with Wild Ontario to bring in LIVE birds of prey in March

• Campaign to eat less meat (for environmental reasons) at the 
end of February

• Working with the Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre, Ontario 
Nature, and the David Suzuki foundation to lobby the Ontario 
MNR against the inclusion of 2 snapping turtles/day in the 
hunting regulations



What We Do (Issues)

• Aim to educate the Kingston community about 

conservation issues (local, national, global) and to directly 

contribute to conservation efforts

• Help to develop environmentally sound policy about 

pressing wildlife issues using petitions

• Previous initiatives include… 

– Microbead trade-in program 

– Blanding’s turtle bake sale



Our Winter Goals (Issues)

• Continue developing our microbead trade-in 

program

– Using existing Biotherm products

– Reach out to new companies

• Present local/national issues to all SCB 

volunteers at our general meetings

• Hold fundraisers for conservation 

organizations that help at-risk wildlife

– Ex. Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre



Choosing a Committee

• We will now be dividing up into committees

• You will have the option to switch 

committees, but we ask that you inform the 

executive before you do

• Look for the signs!



Facebook!

Our meetings will be held Wednesdays at 1:30 in room 3110 in the Biosciences Complex!


